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ACGC Spring Luncheon Will 

Feature James T. Farmer III  

James T. Farmer III is the author of the Wall 

Street Journal best-selling garden books, A 

Time to Plant; Sip & Savor; Porch Living; 

Wreaths for All Seasons; A Time to Cook; 

Dinner on the Grounds and A Time to Celebrate. 

Southern born and bred, James is a professional garden, floral 

and interior designer; cook; author and lifestyle expert.  In 

addition, Farmer is editor-at-large for Southern Living and a 

frequent guest on television and radio.  Farmer’s natural 

Southern grace and warm personality light up any room.  A 

skilled and entertaining speaker, Farmer is truly a young and 

fresh voice for his generation.  Whether he’s teaching how to 

plan the perfect summer picnic, using everyday items to create 

exquisite tabletops, creating drop-dead gorgeous flower 

arrangements and wreaths, or making his grandmother’s 

skillet peach pie, Farmer masterfully guides his audience 

through the art of elegant garden living.  
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Annual Spring Luncheon Registration 

Registration, coffee and fellowship start at 9:30 am. The program begins 

promptly at 10 am. Lunch will be served at noon and followed by the 

announcement of award winners, silent auction results and door prizes. 

Remember to bring your checkbooks. 

Registration deadline is March 15th.  The registration fee is $30 and 

cannot be refunded once food orders are placed. Please make your 

check payable to: The Augusta Council of Garden Clubs and mail it with 

your completed registration form to:  Dr. Virginia Allen, 2916 

Westchester Drive, Augusta, GA 30909. You may contact her at 

706.736.6793 or AllenVirginia@aol.com for registration questions. 

 

Name for nametag__________________________________________________________________ 

 

.Mailing address_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail address for confirmation________________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone number___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Name of your Garden Club(s)___________________________________________________________ 

 

Guest of _____________________________________________________________Garden Club 

 

Meal type: _______ regular / special diet required:______ vegan ______ gluten free     

 

Remember that you may invite guests who are not garden club members. 
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2015 Peek-a-Boo Final Report 

 

Sold 183 tickets 
Took in $1831.00 ($1 postage charge) 
Expenses $230.24 
Profit $1600.76 (will take out $300 seed money for 2017 tour) 
Leaving $1300.76 for 2016 and 2017 Spring Luncheon Speakers 
 
 

 # tickets  
sold 

$ taken in expenses Profit 

2011 178 $1780.00 $210.00 $1570.00 

2013 289 $2900.00* $211.20 $2688.80 

2015 183 $1831.00* $230.24 $1600.76 

* $1 postage charge for a ticket mailed 

The picture says it all - the 2015 Peek-a-Boo was a rainy event!  We are looking 

forward to better weather in 2017.  If you have a garden you would like to 

recommend for the 2017 tour, contact Ann Leonard at annleonard09@comcast.net.  

Environmental Awareness Website 

JoAnn Kaminski, chairman of Environmental Awareness:  Air & Water has shared the link below for a 

brochure on disposing hazardous waste and less toxic alternatives.   Use the Web site address shown here to  

open  the brochure. 

http://www.augustasolidwaste.com/wp-

content/uploads/2013/04/ASWHazadousWasteBrochureALLtogether.pdf  

Spade & Trowel Celebrated 60th Anniversary 

Spade and Trowel recently celebrated their 60th anniversary with a tea.  Mayor Hardie Davis designated 

December 10, 2015 as Spade and Trowel Garden Club Day in Augusta.  Each member was presented with a 

crystal ornament etched with “Sixty Years of Spade and Trowel.”  Congratulations, ladies! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mayor’s proclamation 

                   Spade & Trowel presidents 
Betty Davis, Azalea 

District Director 
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Update on Bonnie McClain Perennial Garden at Riverwalk 

The Bonnie McClain Perennial Garden began its 16th year this January and over 2,119 volunteer hours have 

been logged to date. 

Much work has taken place at the Perennial Garden over the past few months.  During the summer plants 

were removed and stored as the RR did trestle repairs.  In the fall the plants were replanted.  In January 

there was flooding.  Thankfully, there was little damage done.   Nancy Lindroth has chronicled these garden 

changes with her photos.    You will be notified via email when there are work days at the garden.  Please 

come and help when you can. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tri-Refresher Planned for April 22-24 in Augusta 

Do you need to refresh your landscape design or garden study consultants 

credential? Save April 22-24, 2016 for a planned Tri-Refresher in Augusta. The 

refresher will be submitted for approval when the Sacred Heart Garden Festival 

releases its final speaker list. The refresher will include the Festival’s speaker series, 

private garden tours, floral and landscape exhibits, flower show and vendors.  

Speakers include Andy Cabe, Botanical Garden Director, Riverbanks Zoo and Garden; 

Tim and Matt Maple from Nichols Nursery, and Dr. Allan Armitage. See 

www.sacredheartgardenfestival.com for Festival Details.  

In addition we will have a buffet dinner and evening speaker. Scott Davis will share 

information about the historic Twin Gables landscape design, including photographs 

Photo taken August 19, 2015 before replanting 

 Photo taken October 18 

Photo showing 
garden during 
January 2016 flooding. 
 
  
 
 

http://www.sacredheartgardenfestival.com/


of the current garden, original garden plans, and its original landscape designer. For 

more information, contact event chairman Virginia Allen, vallenotr@aol.com or at 

706.736.6793. 

Council Aprons Update 

Only a few of the ACGC gardening aprons remain, so these will be sold at the Spring 

Luncheon.  Additional aprons will not be ordered at this time. 

Rose Society Flower Arrangement Workshop 

The Rose Society is sponsoring an arrangement workshop March 19-20 at the Aiken 

County Historical Museum, 433 Newberry St. SW, Aiken, SC.  Registration deadline is 

March 1.  For costs and registration information contact Ginny Allen at 

vallenotr@aol.com.   This would be excellent preparation for the ACGC Flower Show. 

Augusta Riverwalk Clean Up 

Seven Augusta Council of Garden Club Team members spent the morning and part of the afternoon helping 

to clean up the Perennial Garden, adjoining stairway and flower bed in front of the marina store on January 

16, 2016.  They were part of the Riverwalk Clean Up event sponsored by the Savannah Riverkeeper and 

Augusta Parks and Recreation Department to remove mud and debris left after recent flooding. Ginny Allen, 

Team Leader, was joined by Bonnie McClain, Chris McClain, Jack and Rita Hamilton, Jackie Henry, Marilyn 

McDonnell, and Betty Davis.  Our garden area was lucky. Flooding was much worse one block up the river. 

Watch for a notice from Bonnie about a February workday at the garden.    

                           

                   Photo of flooding by Chuck Elliott                   ACGC Team hard at work 

                                                          

ACGC Booth at the Augusta Home and Garden Show  

The Augusta Council of Garden Clubs will have a booth at the Augusta Home and Garden Show February 26-

28, 2016. There will be 3 days of programs on the Garden Stage. Larry Welch is speaking about daylilies at 3 

pm Friday followed by Ginny Allen’s Spreading Plants talk at 4 pm Friday. Judy Kirkland will present a 

seminar about Million Pollinator Gardens Challenge at 11am Saturday and one about BeeGAP (time TBA). 

mailto:vallenotr@aol.com
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Paul Blankenship’s No Spray, Easy Care Roses Are Here talk is at 1 pm Saturday.  Kim Hines’s program 

Vegetable Garden Education for Children is at 1 pm Sunday. The Celebrity Stage guests this year are Kevin 

O’Connor and Brian Santos. The seminar times and list of exhibitors will be available on the show website. 

Show hours are 2-6 Friday, 10-7 Saturday and 11-5 Sunday.  Volunteers from ACGC and the Daylily Society 

are manning our joint booth. Please contact Ginny Allen (vallenotr@aol.com or 706-736-6793) if you can 

help man our booth Sunday from 11:45 am to 1 pm.  We can also use old garden magazines to give out at 

the booth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making Christmas Merry at the Ronald McDonald 

House 

Many thanks to each and every one of the 10 garden clubs whose members decorated Christmas trees at 

the Ronald McDonald House.  There were so many unique and creative ideas incorporated into trees of 

every shape and size! 

For a glimpse of the trees, visit the Augusta Council of Garden Club’s Facebook page and see photos from 

the Open House at the Ronald McDonald House.   

If you are on Facebook, please “like” our page!  It’s a great way to keep up with Council activities, including 

lots of photos from special events like the recent workday at Riverwalk Augusta. 

 

 

        Burkeland Garden Club     

 Pine Needle of Augusta 
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Have you visited our Website recently? 

The Augusta Council of Garden Club’s Website: 
www.augustacouncilgc.com contains a plethora of 
information about the Council. It’s the perfect spot to 
learn meeting information and more about upcoming 
projects and events.  Some of the information 
(Members section) is password protected to protect 
members’ contact information.  If you need the 

password, contact Ann Leonard at annleonard09@comcast.net.  

 

“Fig Leaf” Project Is a Huge Success 

 
Beth Wiseman, chair of Garden Therapy, delivered 661 “Fig Leaf” packages to East 
Central Regional Hospital in Augusta following the Oct. 21 Azalea District Meeting.  The 
hospital is truly grateful for this generous donation benefiting their clients.     
 

Greenbrier Garden Club Garage Sale 

  

Saturday, March 12, 2016 
  
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
  
421 Sheffield Circle – West Augusta  
  
Proceeds fund community projects 
 
 
 

Clubs Now Required to Complete IRS Form 990N 

At the January 28 Governing Board meeting Marilyn McDonnell, ACGC treasurer, 

shared that each garden club should complete IRS Form 990N.  This can be accessed 

and submitted online at the IRS website.  The instructions for completing IRS Form 

990N are attached. If you have questions, please contact Marilyn at 

mmcdonnell25@comcast.net.  In most cases, club’s treasurer should complete this. 

http://www.augustacouncilgc.com/
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Deadline for the next issue of Clippings 

Thursday, January 21, 2016 

Send articles with photos (saved as jpeg files) to: 

normapatterson@comcast.net 

Call Norma at 706.294.1698 if you have questions. 

mailto:normapatterson@comcast.net
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